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THE 
p R E F A CE. 


JF this Sermon fall into the Hands of any 
who neither fear GOD, nor honour RING 
GEORGE, the Author expects neither Favor 
or Fuſtice from ſuch ; but with Perſons of 
better Character, he preſumes, the Short- 
neſs of the Time he had to compoſe it, (be- 
ing but two Days after the Account of bis 
Majeſty's Arrival) and the Honeſty of his In- 
tention, (which was no other, than to expreſs 
his own Gratitude tg Heaven for the invalua- 
ble Bleſſings he enjoys under a wiſe and gra- 
cious Prince; and to excite the ſame juſt and 
_ grateful Sentiments in his Hearers, without 
any Thought of its being expoſed to publick 
Cenſure) will excuſe for the many Defects and 
Tnaccuracies that may appear in it. 
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2 SAM. Xix. 30. 


Yea, let Him take all; for as much 
as my Lord the King is come again 
in Peace unto his own Houſe. 


HE Happineſs of Mankind may 
"= * be conſidered in a threefold 
4 IN Light; as being either Perſonal, 
. ke) which reſpects the Welfare of 
1 each Individual ; — Relative, 
which proceeds from, or is connected with, 
the Good and Welfare of the Relations they 
ſtand in to one another in private Life, and 
the ſeveral Families to which they are al- 
lied ;=— And Social, by which I mean the 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction which every Mem- 
ber of a Community does, or may feel in 
himſelf upon ſeeing or hearing of the Proſpe- 
rity and Happineſs of the Community to 
which he belongs. | ; 
Each of theſe Branches or Kinds of Hap- 
pineſs, is what every one ſhould purſue, and 
endeavour to promote to the utmoſt of his 
Power; and as the laſt is the moſt extenſive, 
| every 


5 The Safety of a good Prince, 
every truly, (generous, and publick-fpirited 
Perſon will readily grant that it claims our 
higheſt Regard and chief Attention. 
What happens to ms in private Life, or what 
may befal my domeſtick Affairs, or the lit- 
tle Circle of Relations that move around ME, \ 
is a Matter of little Conſequence, and there- 
fore ſhould be of little Concern to Mx, in 
compariſon with what happens to the King- 
dom of which I am a Subject, or the Church 
of Chriſt of which I am a Member; in the 
Welfare of the Calamities of which ſo many 
Thouſands, perhaps Millions, are intereſted, 
And as the Welfare of Communities, and 
their Happineſs, very much depends on the 
Welfare and Proſperity of thoſe who ſtand 
at the Head of their publick Afﬀairs, it may 
be Matter of the greateſt Pleaſyre, and will 
| be fo to every loyal and good Subject, to ſee 
thoſe whom Providence hath ſet in Autho- 
rity over them, and made Publick Bleſſings 
to them, proſper and be in Health. In com- 
pariſon with this, every perſonal temporal 
Property, and every little Convenience in Life, 
will be counted worthy of little or no Re- 
gard: As in the Inſtance mentioned, in the 
Text; which contains an Expreflioty:truly - F'- 
generous, and a Mark of Mephzboſheth's Af. 
fection and Loyalty to David, which nothing 
ſhort of laying down his Life for him could 
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the Joy of a grateful People. 7 
David having ſuppreſſed the Rebellion of 
his unnatural Son Ab/alom, and' being re- 
turned to his Metropolis after his Exile from 
it, was met by great Numbers with their 
Congratulations upon the happy Event ; a- 
mong the reſt went Mephiboſheth, whom his 
perfidious Servant Ziba had moſt wickedly 
abuſed, by hindering him firſt from follow- 
ing David, and then baſely infinuating, that 
his tarrying behind proceeded from a Defign 
of recovering the Crown of his Grandfather 
Saul to his own Head, while David and 
Abſalom were contending for it ; by this moſt 
villainous Stratagem, David was ſo far im- 
poſed upon, as to make Ziba a Grant of all 
Miphiboſheth's Effects; but finding upon his 
Return, that Mephiboſheth had been notori- 
ouſly wronged, he tells him, his Affairs 
ſhould ſtand upon the footing on which 
yrs had been formerly ſettled, vig. that 

ee ſhould enjoy his Patrimony, and 

iba, as his Steward, ſhould manage it for 
Em; to this Mephiboſheth replies, with an 
affeQionate Loyalty, and a Generofity worthy 
the Deſcendant of a King, in the Words of 
the Text, Let him take all, for as much as 
my Lord the King is come again in Peace unto 
bis own Houſe, q. d. It is not on Account 
of my Eſtate, that I now appear before my 
Lord the King ; I am perfectly unconcerned 
about that, and Ziba, or any other may take 
It all and welcome, now I have the Pleaſure 
to 


8 The Safety of à good Prince, 

to ſee my King, whoſe Life and: Happineſs 
is dearer to ME than every Thing in this 
World, returned from his late uncomforta- 
ble and dangerous Exile to his Palace in 
Safety and Peace. 

I now proceed to apply the Text to that 
which was the Occaſion of my making choice 
of it at this Time, viz, the Return of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign KinG GEokGE 
to his Britiſb Dominions in Safety and Peace 
after having been ſp long Abroad, and expoſ; ſed 
to ſuch a Variety of Dangers during the Time 
of his Abſence. And I think the Sentiments 
and Expreſſion of Mephiboſheth in the Text, 
will juſtify ME in laying down theſe three 
Propoſitions as the Foundation of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, VIZ, 


4 That a wiſe and good Prince is one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings a Kingdom can enjoy. 


II. The Preſervation and Continuance of fuch 
a Prince at the Head of a Kingdom, ſhould 
be a Pleaſure to all the Subjects of it. 


III. His Return to them in Peace and Safety, 
after having been long at a diftance from 
them, and expoſed to the utmoſt Dangers, 
ſhould be Matter of a Taps 8 Jp and 
Thankfulneſs, | 7 | 
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I. A wiſe and good Prince is one of the great- 
eſt Bleſſings a Kingdom can enjoy. 5 
This will eaſily appear, if we conſider the 

Connection there is between the Head and the 
Members of a Community, and how greatly 
the Intereſts of the one are affected by the 
Conduct of the other. oy 
Civil Govetnment was the wiſe Appoint- 
ment of Gop, the great Superintendent of 
the Univerſe ; and where it is ſettled upon a 
right Baſis, and exerciſed in an upright. and 
righteous Manner, has a mighty Tendency 
to prevent that Confuſion and Miſery which 
Mankind muſt neceſſarily be involved in, if 
they were left every one to * his own 
Private Inelination or Intereſts, without be- 
ing under the Check of Authority or tlie Re- 
ſtraint of Law ; good Government tends to 
prevetit this Confulion and Miſery, and to 
promote the Happineſs and the true Intereſt 
of Mankind both dere! and ſocial. 

p The Apoſtle tells us, that Civil Power in 

its original Inſtitution. is of Go p: There it 

20: Power but of GOD.* And that the 

Power and Authority, with which ſome are 

inveſted over others, was intended for the 

| Good and Benefit of the Subjects they pre- 

{ide over, as it follows: He, i. e. the Ma- 
giltrate, is the Minifter or Servant of, GOD 
to. thee for Good. F 1 T7; 
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10 The Safety of a good Prince, 
Princes are either a publick Bleſſing, or a 


publick Scourge ; if they are truly Wiſe to 


diſcern the true Intereſts of a Community, 
and upright. and ſteady in the Proſecution 
of it; they are moſt extenfively uſeful and 
highly valuable; if they are Good them- 
ſelves, and Lovers and Encouragers of Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs in others, they are the moſt 
like the Great King of Heaven of any Be- 
ings in this World, as they diſcover a Diſ- 
poſition equal to their ſuperior Power to do 
good to thoſe that are under them, and to 
ſcatter the Bleſſings of Peace and good Or- 
der round about them, as far as their Influ- 
ence reaches, Ns ON 
If we do but contemplate à little the 
Miſeries that generally attend thoſe Nations 
that are under the Government of Princes, 
who are Men of weak Underſtandings, or 
of tyrannical and arbitrary Spirits, we ſhall 
preſently. infer the numberleſs and ineſtima- 
ble Felicities that muſt flow from the juſt 
and wiſe and gentle Sway of a Prince, who 
{kilfully apprehends the real Happineſs of 
his People, who makes their Welfare his 
chief Study; and ſhews no other Ambition, 
but that of reigning in the Hearts and Af- 
fections of thoſe He ſtands at the Head of. 
There cannot I think be given, a more 
comprehenſive Epitome of the Hardſhips 
and Miſeries of a People, that are under the 


conſults 


Government of an abſolute Prince, ( who 


the Joy of a grateful People. 11 


conſults nothing but the ſtretching his law- 
leſs Power, and gratifying. his ambitious 
Views, at the Expence of every Thing, and 
every Body elſe) than is given us by So- 
lomon, who was himſelf a King. He fays: 
As a roaring Lion, and a ranging Bear, ſo ts 
a wicked Ruler over the pogr People. * Can 
we conceive a Condition *more wretched, 
than that of a Country over-run with Bears 
and Lions, and continually over-ſpread with 
Rapine and Deſtruction? Why; ſuch is the 
Caſe of a People, who groan under the Yoke 
of deſpotick Power, and are ſubject to the 
arbitrary Pleaſure of a Tyrant; they can 
call nothing they have their own ; Liberty 
they have none nor can they claim any 
Part of their Property, or ſo much as 
ſpeak for their Lzves, if their inhuman Lord 
demands them for a Sacrifice to his Pleaſure 
or his Rage ; well may the People mourn, 
when a wicked Prince beareth Rule over tbem. 
As in the natural Body, if the Head be diſ- 
ordered, if that be giddy and delirious, the 
whole bodily Frame muſt be affected and 
weakened ; ſo, in the Body Politick, if they, 
who have the ſupreme Direction of their 
Affairs, be fooliſh, or regardleſs of their In- 
tereſts, the whole Community muſt neceſſa- 
rily ſuffer in Conſequence thereof. And if 
the Condition of a People be rendered ſo 
very unhappy, by 3 a weak or a 1 
D 2 | | 


Prov. xxviii. 15. + Prov. xxix. 2 
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12 The Safety of a good Prince, 


ed Prince at the Helm; we may juſtly infer, 

that the Circumſtances of a People muſt be 
happy, and their national Affairs agreeable, 
(if it be not their own Fault) who are un- 
der the Government of a wiſe and righteous 
and gracious Prince : And ſuch a People have 
all the Reaſon in the World to think them- 
ſelves very highly favoured of Gop, in hav- 
ing ſuch a Prince over them ; 3 as Solomon 
ſays: When the Righteous are in Authority | 
the People rejoice. * 

Surely then, if a wiſe and good Prince 
be ſo great a Bleſſing to a People, no Na- 
tion in the World at this Day, have ſo much 
Cauſe to rejoice, and think themſelves bleſ- 
ſed in this Reſpect as we have. I hope 
Diſaffection to the preſent Government is 
now reduced to a lower Ebb than it has been 
at, for ſome Years paſt ; but I know it till 
ſubſiſts in ſome baſe Spirits, who are as un- 
willing to confeſs the Bleſſings of the preſent 
Adminiſtration, as they are unworthy to enj 
them: Such as theſe, ſpare no Methods of 
Calumny and Falſhood to villify and depre- 
ciate the good Actions of ur King, not to 
ſay therrs, and to repreſent Miſtakes, to which 
the wiſeſt of Men are liable, as wilful Omiſ- 
ſions, or deſigned Abuſes of the Publick. 
And therefore, as I am ſure it is neither 
Treaſon or Scandal, ſo I think it is not an 
ee Antidote againſt the Poiſon and 

Infection 


* Prov. xxix, 2. 


the Foy of a grateful People. 13 
Infection of Diſloyalty, to aſſert concerning 
our preſent Sovereign KING GEORGE, 
that He is the greateſt Prince at this Day 
in Europe, and the People of Great Britain, 
the happieſt People in the known World, 
in having ſuch a King over them, if they did 
but know their own Happineſs. 
And if it be admitted as a Truth, that a 
wiſe and good Prince is one of the greateſt 


Bleflings a Kingdom can enjoy; it will ſure- 


ly be allowed, 


II. That the Preſervation and Continuance 
of ſuch a Prince at the Head of a King- 
dom, ſhould be a Pleaſure to all the Sub- 


jects of jt. 


Next to the preſent Poſſeſſion of a valu- 
able Good, we lock upon the Contindance 
of it as a moſt deſirable Bleſſing. And if 
the Death of a good King juſtly puts a 
Kingdom into Mourning, the Lengthening 
out of his Life and Proſperity muſt as juſtly 
be Matter of Pleaſure and Satisfaction to all 
who honour their King and love their Coun- 

A quick Succeſſion of Princes ( eſ- 
ally if thoſe who are removed were good 
ones) is a Token of the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
and one Way in which Gop is pleaſed to 
by uniſh a 3 ple; as the Wiſe Man 
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ed in this important Event, 't 


14 The Safety of a good Prince, 


are the Princes thereof ; * and on the other 


Hand, it may be eſteemed a Token for 


Good toward a People, when Gop is pleaſ- 


ed not only to ſet wiſe and gracious Princes 


over them, but alſo to prolong the Lives 
and Tranquillity of thoſe who conduct the 
Affairs of the Publick with a ſincere and 
ſteady Regard to the Good of the Com- 
munity. None can wiſh the Removal of a 
Prince from the Throne, who -fills it with 
Honour, and under whoſe Reign Trade 
and Commerce flouriſh, and Liberty Civil 
and Religious 1s. enjoyed by every Subject 
of his Dominions ; none can wiſh the Re- 
moval of ſuch a Prince, but ſome baſe diſ- 
affected Spirits, who hope to make a private 
Advantage by an Exchange of Hands, or to 
ſee their own wicked Purpoſes brought about 
by the Death of thoſe, whoſe Wiſdom and 
Probity and Valour obſtructed the Accom- 


pliſhment of them. It is inſeparable from 


the Character of a loyal Subject, to ſympa- 
thize with a good King in any Afflictions 
that befal him; and it is as much a Proof, 
and a Branch of his loyal Affection to his 
Prince, to rejoice in his Welfare, and in 


every agreeable Circumſtance that attends the 


Lengthening out of his Life, and his publick 
Uſefulneſs. 1 INT, 
The Providence of Gop ought to be own- 
the Setting up 
right 


) 2 
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the Toy of a grateful People. 15 
right and good Princes over a Kingdom, and 
the continuing them long as Bl 
Kingdoms which enjoy them. This is a 
Plefin ng. we ought chankfally to acknow« 
ledge, ahd greatly to rejoice in; that Gop hath 


been graciouſly pleaſed to draw out the Reign 
of his preſent lefty to a ang Ou — 
than any of the four 


Majeſty being now in the Wenteelch Neat 
of his auſpicious Government ; may many 
more peaceable and happy Vears be added 
to the paſt, and let every Briton ſay with 
Heart and Tongue, Long live Kino Groxce, 
the Defender of our Faith, and the Guardian 
of all out Rights. nn 
And, if a People thould eftcem it a gteat 
Blefling, and a choice Favour of Feaven, to 
have a wiſe and juſt ad merciful King fer 
over them; and pleaſed to ſee the Pro 
longation of His Life and Government; it 
will ecrtainly follow, e r es 
III. That the NEG Fw ſuch a Prince in 
Peace and Safety, after having been long at 
a diſtance fan chem, and expoſed to the 
utmoſt Dangers, ſhould be Matter of uni- 
verſal Joy and Thankfulueſs to hi People. 


We exp reſs a peculiar gatisfaction in the 
ſafe Reception of a Friend, or any valuable 
Part of our Intereſts, that 2 been long ab- 
ſent; and which, it Hay be, we had been 

almoſt 


ngs to the 
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16 The Safety of a good Prince, 

almoſt. ready to give up for loſt : If a Per- 
ſon does but recover a ſmall Part of his 
Eftate, which was in imminent Danger of 
being wreſted from him, by artful, Fraud or 
powerful Oppreſſion; his Joy will ſhew it- 
ſelf to all about him, in his Words, or his 
very Countenance. And I am ſure that Man 
does not deſerve the Name of a Briton of 
a Proteſtant, who is not better pleaſed to ſes 
or hear of the ſafe Arrival of his moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty at theſe his Dominions, after 
the Dangers that have attended his Abſence 
from them, than if half, half did I fay ? than 
if all his private Fortune had been daved from 
ſinking: Since the Loſs of a private Fortune 
may be retrieved, but tbe Loſs of a wiſe and 
gracious Prince may not be made up for a 
lang Time, it may be, never. 


And 1 think, might undertake to pro- 
ſelyte to my Sentiments, the moſt inveterate 
Tool, or even the moſt avowed Patron, of 
Diſaffection and Jacobitiſm, and to make 
them join with me in acknowledging the 
Return of his preſent Majeſty to his Royal 
Palace, in Peace and Safety, as what ſhould 
be Matter of Joy and Thankfulneſs; if they 
could but be prevailed upon to lay aſide 
Prejudice, and the Influence of a Party-Spi- 
tit, and coolly to. conſider the following 
1.) The Occaſion of his Majeſty's late Ab- 
ſence from his Britiſb Dominions. The moſt 
inve- 
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inveterate of his domeſtick Enemies cannot 
fay, ner can Malice itſelf ſurely ſuggeſt, 
that He went Abroad merely for his Di- 
verſion, That He went to ſatisfy an un- 
reaſonable Thirſt after Power, or to gratify 
a Luſt of Dominion. That He went 
to oppreſs the Weak, or to rob others of 
their Property. That He went to ſport 
away the Lives of Mankind, or to facri- 
fice his Subjects or Allies to his own ambi- 
tious Views. No, this may have been the 
Spirit by which ſome other Princes were 
influenced, and' theſe the Motives upon 

which they have acted ; but, to the Honour 
of his Britannick Majeſty, it is allowed by 
all who know the Truth, and have Honeſty 
enough to ſpeak it; that He went upon very 
different Views, upon Views worthy a King, 
who, while He reigns the Father of his Peo- 
ple at Home, was defirous to thew himſelf 
the faithful Friend of thoſe who were Friends 
to Liberty and Juſtice Abroad. To right 
the —— relieve the Oppreſſed 
to check Ambition to controul exorbi- 
tant Power and T yranny to preſerve the 
Libertjes of Europe from Ruin, and to ſe- 
cure the Ballance of Power in Hands the 
moſt fit to hold it—to maintain the Rights 
of his on Subjects —— to defend the 
Common, Cauſe of Truth and Equity 
and to ſettle Peace upon a juſt and honoura- 


* Baſis. Theſe, it is well known, were 
5 C the 
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the Inducements to his Majeſty's going A- 
broad ; and theſe the Motives upon which 
He proceeded : How far He may have ſuc- 
ceeded in theſe Reſpects, we cannot at pre- 
ſent fay ; but this we may ſay; that, as He 
has ſpared no Endeavours that might be 
judged needful to the obtaining theſe defire- 
able Ends, He ought to be welcomed Home, 
and to be valued and applauded for the glo- 
rious Deſigns He has been perſuing ; ſince, 
tho' it may not have been in his Power to 
command Succeſs, He has done what has more 
Merit in it, He has deſerved it. 

2.) That the Return of his Majeſty to his 
Habitation in Peace and Safety, ſhould be 
Matter of Joy and Thankfulneſs to his Peo- 
ple, will further appear, if we confider the 

Dangers to which He has been expoſed du- 
ring his Abſence from it. As He went A- 
broad with the moſt laudable and glorious 
Defigns, ſo He has run through a Series of 
the greateſt and moſt threatening Dangers in 
the Proſecution of them: He did not con- 
tent himſelf with fitting ſtill and wiſbing 
the Common Good, (tho' this is more than 
his Enemies at Home can boaſt of) or, with 
ſending others to promote it ; but went in 
Perſon, where his Preſence was moſt need- 
ful to animate his Friends, or ſtrike a Damp 
upon his Enemies, and the Enemies of Eu- 
rope. Nor was He deterred from the Pro- 
ſecution of the Deſign He had in View, by 

| any 
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any Kinds or Degrees of Danger which, He 
could not but foreſee, muſt neceſſarily attend 
his going in Perſon upon the great and im- 
portant Enterprize : He chearfully commit- 
ted himſelf to the Mercy of the Waves, and 
willingly offered himſelf among the loweſt 
of his People to all the Hazards of a Battle, 
in which his Life was particularly aimed at, 
and Numbers bent their Force wholly againſt 
the KinG of ENGLAND. The Inſtru- 
ments of Death flew thick about him, and 
did their fatal Execution on Numbers on 
every Side him; the Field on which He 
ſtood was a Theatre of the moſt dreadful 
Horror ; ſtained with the mingled Blood, 
and ſtrewed with the Carcaſſes, of Men 
and Horſes ; the Air filled with the dreadful 
Thunder of the roaring Cannon, and the 
more diſmal Cries and Groans of the Wound- 
ed and Dying, Amidſt this Scene of Mi- 
ſery did his Majeſty expoſe his Royal Per- 
ſon to the ſame Dangers which proved fatal 
to ſo many others. And one would think 
this were ſufficient to convince all, that his 
own Life was not ſo dear to him, as the 
Preſervation of the Rights of Mankind, and 
the Liberties of Europe; and the Defence of 
Truth and Juſtice in Oppoſition to Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion. What can poſſibly render 
a Prince dear to his People, if his being 
ready to lay down his Life for their Sakes, 
will not? What ſtronger Proof could any 

C 2 one 
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one give of his Love to his Country, than 
ſhewing himſelf ready to die in order to 
maintain it's Rights? Or what can render 
our preſent King's Return to his Domini- 
ons in Peace and Safety, the Subject of our 
Thankfulneſs and Joy, more than the Con- 


ſideration of the imminent Perils to which 
He was expoſed from ſo many Quarters ? 


I am verily perſuaded, there is not one diſ- 
affected Perſon in England, but what would 


have thought he had merited the Favor of 
his Prince, if he had gone into a diſtant 


Country and ſtood in the Front of a Battle, 


in order to aſſert the Honour of his Crown; 
and I know not why that, which would 
have been thought ſufficient to recommend 
a Subject to the Favour of his Prince, ſhould 
not be thought more than ſufficient to re- 


commend a Prince to the Eſteem and Love 


of all his Subjects. 
I might further add, as what may excite 


our Thankfulneſs for the ſafe and peaceable 


Arrival of our moſt gracious King at theſe 
his Dominions, the Conſideration, 

3.) Of the manifold Privileges, and the 
—.— Happineſs we enjoy under his moſt 
gentle and auſpicious Government. I can- 
not pretend to reckon up all the valuable 
Bleflings we enjoy in living under a free 
Government, and a juſt and gracious Prince; 
were I to attempt that, I know not where 


I ſhould begin, or where I ſhould make an 
End. 
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End. I ſhall therefore only mention one 
general Privilege, under which innumerable 
particular Ones may be comprehended ; vzz, 
the Enjoyment of our Sacred Rights and Ci- 
vil Properties without Interruption : And 
here I might appeal to every one who is 
able to think, and willing to ſpeak the Truth, 
whether this be not a very great Happinels ? 
And if the Enjoyment of theſe be a Happi- 
neſs, I would only aſk further, when theſe 
Rights were more largely and freely enjoyed 
by the Britiſb Nation, than they are un- 
der the preſent Government? Where is the 
honeſt Man, where is the Chriſtian, that 
can ſay, he ſuffers in his Property for want 
of ſutable Laws to defend it? Do we not 
all fit under our own Vines and Fig- trees, none 
making us afraid? May not every one be as 
deyout, as religious, as virtuous as he will, 
without Interruption from the Government ? 
Have not a/l Liberty to worſhip God in the 
Way that is moſt agreeable to their own 
Conſciences? And does not every one call 
what juſtly belongs to him his own ; fo 
that it is not in the Power of the King him- 
ſelf to take it from him, without a fair and 
legal Trial ? Does not our Trade and Com- 
merce flouriſh ? Or, are not all thoſe Laws 
enacted, that are judged upon the whole 
moſt likely to promote it? If Magiſtrates or 
Officers fail in the Execution of good and 
ſalutary Laws; that is not the Fault of the 

King 


22 The Safety of a good Prince, 


King or the Government, but of thoſe who 
are defective in their lower Stations. Is 
there any Kingdom round us at this Day, 
where the Subjects enjoy ſuch a Degree of 
Liberty, both Civil and Religious, as we do? 
Or did our Fore-fathers enjoy the Privileges 
we boaſt? No; there are Perſons now living, 
who may remember the Time when ſuch 
an Aſſembly as this durſt not have come to- 
gether for the Worſhip of Gop ; when true 
Religion was called Sedition, and a few Chri- 
ſtians meeting to pray to Gop, or hear a 
Sermon, would be conſtrued as a Plot againſt 
the Government. We have no Inquiſiti- 
on tolerated by the King; no Racks or Gib- 
bets; no Engines of Torture to deſtroy Per- 
ſons for the Exerciſe of their Conſciences. 
——[In ſhort, I can think of no juſt Cauſe 
there is of complaining in our Streets, un- 
leſs it be the general Impiety and Wicked- 
neſs which abounds, and that national In- 
gratitude, that Spirit of Diſcontent at th 
know not what, and of Diſaffection to a 
Government, than which they know not a 
better upon Earth, that many among us 
ſeem induſtrious to ſpread by every Method 
— Falſhood and Villainy that can be thought 
of. 

Il might add very properly under this Head; 
that, as the Return of his Majeſty to theſe 
his Dominions in Peace and Safety, ſhould 
be Matter of Joy and Thankfulneſs to — 
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his Subjects, ſo it ought in a particular Man- 
ner 3 to _ a —— diſaffected 
among them, and that for this Reaſon; be- 
cauſe there never was, and perhaps never 
will be, a Prince upon the Exgliſb Throne, 
that will give ſo much Licence to thoſe who 
are uneaſy without a Cauſe, to vent their 
Reflections; or that would bear without 
Reſentment the daily Inſults of a Parcel of 
Vipers, who prey upon the Vitals of that 
Government that defends and nouriſhes them: 
Never was there known ſuch a Series of 
Scandal and Defamation, as that which has 
been uttered againſt the Prince, who main- 
tains to us all our Rights, How has Trea- 
ſon reared up it's faithleſs Head, and ſtalked 
through all our Towns, trumpeting Rebel- 
lion with it's invenomed Breath, and pro- 
pagating a Spirit of Malice and Bitterneſs 
by the moſt ſcurrilous and ſeditious Libels ! 
Nothing has eſcaped their Invectives; no 
Meaſure, but what has been quarrelled with, 
tho' it were what themſelves had been call- 
ing out for, and would have complained of 
the Neglect of, if it had not been perſued. 
Even the Glory and Succeſs of his Ma- 
jeſty, in his late hazardous and important 
Action, is made the Subject of their Scorn, 
and every Circumſtance of it repreſented in 
ſuch an invidious and reproachful Manner, 
as if it were the meaneſt or the vileſt that 
was ever engaged in: Theſe are the De- 

ſcriptions 
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4 ſcriptions given of it by his Majeſty's Ene- 
5 mies at Home; his Enemies Abroad, who 
x felt the Weight of his Royal Preſence a- 
1 mong his Engliſb Troops, have ſet that Ac- 
0 tion in a juſter and more glorious Light. 8 
| But notwithſtanding the traiterous Speeches 
+ that have been uttered, and the ſeditious 
RH Writings that have been ſpread about for 
# theſe Years paſt ſtill, the Authors and Re- 
# tailers of all this Scandal fit eaſy and un- 
+ moleſted from a Government, which it is 
1 their daily Study to defame, and their En- 
1 deavour to deſtroy. His Majeſty has ſhewn 
1 his Clemency at Home, to be equal to his 


Courage Abroad, in that there has never in 
all his Reign been one Perſon put to Death 
for State-Crimes ; he has ſhewn himſelf ſu- 
perior to all their Malice, and has left them 
to be puniſhed by the vexatious Remorſe, 
the corroding Envy of their own guilty 
Spirits, and the Contempt of their wiſer and 
honeſter Neighbours. | 
Should not the worſt of his Majeſty's 
Subjects then rejoice in his Return in Safety 
to his Britiſb Dominions ? Should they not 
with Sbimei, who had curſed David, be a- 
mong the firſt 1 congratulate the Arrival 
of ſo merciful a King? Should they not re- 
joice in the Life of à Prince, who ſpares 
their forfeited Heads? Of a Prince, with 
whom it is a Maxim from which He has 
never yet departed, no Perſecution, 10 Royal 
1 8 enge 
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Revenge in 271 here never Was a a 
Prince upon Throbe of theſe Kingdoms, 
that ſhewed more Indulgence to tender Con- 


5 or equal Lenity to turbulent Pac- 
tion; and were our diſcontented Grumblers 


to change Hands a thouſand Times, they 
cannot but khow, they would never find one 
that bbult beat with their Temper and Con- 
duct as his preſent Majeſty has —_— 


1 ſhall how make ſome Refetilons 6 on this 
e And | 


1. 14 good Prince 1% ſo beet a  Blefling, | 
to be good fubjects' is the Duty of all who. 
live under ſuch a Prince. The Relation be- 


tween King and People, as it Produces good 
Order aul Proſperity, where the publick 


Affairs are well and wiſely mapiged by thoſe, 
at the Helm; ſo, bn the other Hand, it ob- 
liges to Loyalty, Fidelity, and a peaceable 
and willing Obedience on che Part of thoſe, 
who. ſhare in the aforeſaid Benefits. Duty 

calls for this; to be good Subjects, is deck” 
ſaty to prove Gurſclves od Men, and they 
who do not bonaur @ King, who is worthy 
of Honour, cannot be ſaid to be Men fear- 
ing Gd; for they are both connekted; * * 
and it is as much the Wiſdom, of thoſe Who 
have en bd Kip ſet dyer them, to lead 

and 
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Godlineſs and Honeſty. Good Subjects are 
a Sort of Politick Creatures, and they who 
behave as bad Subjects under a good Prince, 


are in truth a kind of impolitick Animals; 
they ſhew themſelves as weak in their Un- 


derſtandings as they are wicked in their Con- 
duff, and betray a Neglect of their Intereft 
as much as of their Duty, 
2.) If a good Prince be fo great a Bleſ- 
ſing, how vile and ſcandalous a Part do the 
act, who wiſh Ill, or endeavour to do il 
Offices to ſuch a Prince! Nothing is more 
certain than that we enjoy this Bleſſing; 
nothing more certain, than that we have 


Numbers among us, who ſhew themſelves 


moſt unworthy of it, by quarrelling with 
it, and wiſhing the Removal of it : We are 
in truth, the moſt unhappy happy People in 
the World ; a Pcople the moſt happy in the 
Bleſſings of every Kind we enjoy; particu- 
larly that of a juſt and mild and gracious 
Prince upon the Throne ; a People at the 
fame Time the moſt unhappy, in the no- 


rance which Numbers among us diſcover, of 
their real Welfare; in their Ingratitude to 
Gop in giving us ſuch a King to reign 0- 
ver us, and to our King, who has ſpared no 
Endeavours to promote our Good, What 
could He have done more, than to offer his 
own Life upon the Service of his Country? 
He has expoſed himſelf to all the Dangers ' 
of a bloody Action, has conquered his and 
our foreign Enemies in the. Field ; what a 
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Shame and Scandal is it to our Nation, that 
ſuch a Prince has any Enemies at Home, 
who remain unconquered by all the Proofs 
He has given of his Valour, and of his 
Goodneſs and Clemency ! That He has any, 
who baſk in all the Eaſe and Affluence 
which attend his gentle Sway, who are warm- 
2 _ cheriſhed by the Beams, of his Boun- 

Bengnity. 8 and yet, curſe, him in their 
I they can by their Words and 
2 — to. diſtreſs him, Af wiſh. for his 


neſs, and baſe beyond Expreſſion their In- 
gratitude! But we ſhall ceaſe to wonder 
that the beſt Prince in the World has difaf- 
fected Perſons under him, who wiſh his Ruin, 
if we conſider, that Gop himſelf, the all 
wiſe and merciful Gop, the gracious Ruler 
of the Univerſe, has, among his reaſonable 
Creatures. and Subjects, Miſcreants, who do 
all they can to thwart his wiſe and gracious 
Deſigus; who would be glad there were no 
* . and if it were in their Power, 
auld gol all him from his Throne. 
52 the Return of a good King to his 
Dominions in Peace and Safety, after a lon 
and dangerous Abſence from them, be jun 
Matter of Joy and Thankfulneſs to his Peo- 
ple; let us, pr have this Occaſion given 
us, ſhew our Diſpofition to ſay, the Lord be 
praiſed, who has brought his Majefly King 
GE EORGE, our moſt rare en. in 
eace 
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Peace again unto bis own ; Houſe. We mould c 
acknowledge the oo Providence of Gop 
in this, as well as every other Bleſſiug; ; re 
cannot think that Providence, which cone 
cerns itſelf with Ravens and Sparrows, is re- 
gardleſs of Kingdoms and Kings ; we can- 
not imagine, that the Preſervation of our 
King in the late Dangers He has been ex- 
ſed; to, and his Reſtoration'to us in Safety 
and Health, Was the Effect of Chance ; 50 
it was the Lord's 4 And we Can fore 


dver, which WY 15 6 ost Tine be 
fore, as well as fince been contrary, and 7 
ten exceeding boiſterous. Sute, we may 
Iook upon it as a Token of the Divine C Care 
his M ajeſty's Perſon, and Approbation of h 
Fee that 5 Who has the Winds and 

ayes under his Direction, Was pleaſed to 
command both thoſe Elements into his 8212 
yice, at the Juncture when they were need- 
ful to waft him ſafe to the Britiſh. Shore, 
and to wait on, Fim as Hear a as himſelf de- 
fired | to his Royal Palace. We 

Let us then preſent « out Tribute of Praiſe 

and Thanks to Goo”! on this Account ; _ 

He has. preſerved our King in Safety 
out and coming in; has covered his Head 10 


the . of Battle; ; has made his Enemies 
to 
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to turn their Backs before him, and given 
his loyal Subjects the Pleaſure of ſeeing his 
Arrival at his own Houſe in Health, and 
Peace and Proſperity. 

.) If the Preſervation of a vood King, at 
the Head of a Kingdom, be fo defireable ; 
let'us pray for the Continuance of the: Life 
and Happineſs of him whom Gop in Mercy 
has ſet over ug; and let us do all we can, ta 
promote his 8 tisfaction, and to advance the 
Peace and Proſperity of Bis Reign. 

While we have the 1 and Bleſ- 
ſings that flow from a good Government, 
let us contribute all in our Power to the Sup- 

port and N 150 it; Is — us endeavour to 
ren the Hands of his Majeſty by our 
fre 5 7ets to Gop for the 13 

5 his Life and Trano uillity, for the 
Bine Direction af all his Counſels, and his 
Defence from every Danger and every De- 
figri of His Enemies, whether ſecret or open, 
againſt bis Perſon or Government, ——Let 
us chearfully contribute of our Subſtance as 
largely y as to * Wiſdom of our Legiſlature 

ſeem neceſſary, for the defraying thoſe 
great Expences hl attend the Support of 
our, Government at Home, and the defeat- 
ing the Deſigns of our Enemies Abroad. 
The private Property of a' particular Perſon 
is not to come in Competition with 
the Publick Welfare, or the Honour and 
Proſperity of a Government that endea- 
vours 


po 
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vours to ſupport it. I ſpeak-it without Va- 
nity, that I freely pay. for my own Share, 
more than a Thouſand put together whom 
I could name, of thoſe who make an Out- 
cry of the Load of our Taxes, while their 
own Diſaffection does more to the Swelling 
them, than their Eſtates contribute to the 
Paying of them; and I defire that neither I, 
nor any that belong to me, may enjoy a 
Penny, or live in this World, longer ie 5 
Proteſtant Prince ſhall fit on w Britiſb 
Throne, and Liberty Civil and Religious ſhall 
be enjoyed by the Britiſb Nation, 

5.) While we rejoice in the Return of our 
earthly King in Safety to his Dominions, let 
us with due Solemnity think of, and pre- 
for the Return of the great King of 

from Heaven to this lower World: 
This! is an Event which we are aſſured will 
happen; and there is nothing ſo much con- 
cerns us, as that, when He ſhall come again, 
He may come to us in Peace; in order to 
this, let us ſee, that during his Perſonal Ab- 
ſence, we acquit ourſelves as his faithful 

that we live in a gonſcientious 
Attendance upon his eee and a chear- 
ful and uniform Obedience to his Commands, 
and then we may look forward with Plea- 
ſure to the glorious Day, when He ſhall come 
riding upon the Clouds of Heaven as his 
Chariot bb State, and with attending An a 
$a: May each of our Souls t. 
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be found of Gop in Peace ; and when we 
ſhall have acted our Parts as good Subjects 
under the civil Government, and as pious 
and virtuous Members of the religious So- 
cieties in which our Lot was caſt, ſo long 
as to the all- wiſe Diſpoſer ſhall ſeem meet, 
may we be received into the Kingdom of 
Gop above, which knows no diſaffected 
Subject, and be joined to the Church of the 
Firſt-born, which is not ſtained with the 
leaſt Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing: 
In hope of this, we may fay, come renn 
Js vs, come quickly. | . 


ERRATUM, P. 6. 1. 12. For [of th 
— read [or the calamities.] 


12 &\ '> WED kn 8 vo\ 7 WA 


T9 ZN rafts 11 fl! ab A Di , 50 

1 The HY M x 

14 [CHUTDY GO: 90 Dr 195 

WE Me. BROWN: lied: 

9 _ 501 pr. n 10. 1 46 * ftti 2015 
ING Britons with triumphant Voice, 


Wich Shouts of Joy in God! rejoice. Fi 
Exh Heart be glad, and Sorrow ceaſe, 
5 Since GOR GH our King's return'd in Peace, 
2. His Preſence ſtrikes Oppreſſion dead, 
K er Treafon Hangs it's guilty Head? 
Truth and Right with Him fit down, 
They fill his Throne, and form His Crown. 


3. Secure we dwell beneath his * 
Of lawleſs Wrong no more afraid, 
Right, Law, Religion He maintains, 
And keeps us ſafe from Racks and Chains, 


4. Let all, who his juſt Reign approve, 
In 8 Shouts expreſs their Love; 
And raiſe to Gop their grateful Song, 
To whom Salvation Joth belong. 


= 5. He ſav d our King in thickeſt "A 
And put his Foes to ſhameful Flight; 
He gave the Winds and Waves command 
| To waft Him to the Britiſh Land. 


| 6. Each ſelfiſn View be now. forgot, 

11 The Public Good fill every Thought; 

i Let Diſcord die, let Faction ceaſe, 

it Since GroRO our King's return d in Peace. 
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